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Righteousness: Part 2 – God’s Righteousness by Faith, cont’d


Part 2, Righteousness – Yours or God’s
The Righteousness of God by Faith through Jesus
Light on the Rock

by Philip Shields

Abstract: We continue from Philippians 3:9 and examine “the righteousness of God by faith”. This alone is saving righteousness, for without holiness we shall not see God. Learn about “imputed” righteousness and the “GIFT of righteousness”. Also, HOW we receive God’s righteousness. 
[If you’ve never tried hearing the audio – we recommend you do. Much more tends to be said in the audio. Ideally, print a transcript – and then follow along as you listen to the audio. These “transcripts” are not a word-for-word of the audio due to demands on my time, but they’re close.  Please study part 1 carefully before this message.]
A bright new day to you, Jesus.  Did I just say “Jesus” to you? Yes, for you are part of the body of King Jesus, the Righteous (1 John 2:1). I assure you, if we are “in Jesus” (Rom. 12:5), and if He is in us, though we are still weak flesh – we are His holy righteous body. Being in Jesus also means He is now Lord of our lives and we’re surrendering all to His control and Lordship. 

Now think:  If Jesus is righteous, then His body must also be righteous.  Can it be any other way? Paul confirms this in Romans 11:6 with the principle that you can’t just have part of something be holy without the whole thing being holy: 
Romans 11:16

“For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.”    
You can’t have the head of the body of Christ (and that’s Jesus) be righteous with a body (you and me) that is less than righteous. That’s why every single one of God’s family are called “saints” (Rom. 1:7; 15:25; 16:15; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph 1:1, etc). But the paradox: we know we often fall short of holiness – and yet we are part of the holy body of righteous Jesus.  I hope this sermon will give some clarity to this dilemma. Some of you feel you have to first become righteous yourself, before God could consider you part of God’s holy body. Please don’t go down that route. 

Good day everyone, this is Philip Shields, your fellow brother and because of Jesus’ righteousness, your fellow saint, in spite of anything you or I may have done, and did do in the past, all because of the goodness of Jesus.  We’ve gone past being just forgiven sinners – to now being holy children of the Highest, saints of God, by faith in Jesus and His righteousness. 

This is part 2 of a 3-part series on righteousness. The unrighteous will not be in the kingdom. It is possible to have “the righteousness of the law” by your own hard work – and still miss out on salvation! Paul says clearly in Philippians 3:6-9 that as far as the law went, he was blameless, but did not want his own righteousness from the law, but wanted the righteousness of God available to us by faith. He didn’t want anything of his own accomplishments, but only what God was producing in his life. He didn’t want the “righteousness” he could produce – but what God could produce. He refers to his own goodness, righteousness and accomplishments as “dung” (KJV). 
Brethren, if you like being self-sufficient, being a “do-it-yourselfer” - - you may have problems with this sermon. Because this sermon and the next one, are going to demand our complete and unconditional surrender to our Lord and Master - - because we can’t make ourselves righteous enough for salvation. So please hear this through. Study it carefully. I’d like to hear from you. 
Paul identifies 2 kinds of righteousness in Philippians 3:9: 
1. Our own righteousness, by our own efforts or works, to keep God’s law. That is righteousness, as we saw last time, but not saving righteousness, since we have all failed and incurred the penalty. People who obey the Law are good people, certainly by fellow man’s evaluation – but because they can’t perfectly keep it, they don’t have what I call “saving righteousness”.  This righteousness falls way short of God’s perfect holy righteousness. Now get this: even with God’s Spirit, Paul said he still could not obey God’s law perfectly. 

2. God’s righteousness, which is perfect holiness, without a single failure or slip or sin, which is available only by faith.  This is saving righteousness and only God’s righteousness will do. 
God’s righteousness is so perfect, that our imperfect righteousness is called “menstruous rags” by God in Isaiah 64:6. Most translations say “filthy garments”, but the Hebrew is stronger.  Paul called his human righteousness and accomplishments, “dung” or refuse. 

Last time we covered how the law of God identifies what sin is and what is righteousness. Since the law of God is God’s law, it also reveals what and who God is.  God’s law is His love, the way He lives, it is His righteousness revealed. His commandments are righteousness (Ps. 119:172). Jesus said the two greatest commandments summarized all 10 – by loving God and loving neighbor (Mark 12:28-31).  Paul confirms living in a way that shows love to others, doing no harm, fulfills the commandments (Romans 13:8-10).  

If someone could have perfectly kept His law, He would have been deemed perfectly righteous and justified. That person would not have needed a Savior (Gal. 2:21). Hence, “the doers of the law are justified” – Romans 2:13.  But he goes on to show in the next so many verses that no one from this planet in fact ever has done that. Therefore it is evident that by the deeds of the law no one is in fact, justified (Rom. 3:20). We’ve all sinned, and so the righteous law of God demanded the penalty of sin – which is breaking the law of God (1 John 3:4) – be paid. The wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23).  Even if we broke only one commandment, it’s the same as breaking them all – James 2:10-11.  Among Adam’s family from this earth, there has been no one perfectly righteous, not one – until the “second Adam”, the Son of God from heaven fulfilled God’s law perfectly. He is righteous – not just because He was God incarnate – but also because he perfectly kept God’s holy law. 
Therefore, Romans 3:20 tells us that “by the deeds of the law, no flesh can be justified” – because no one until Christ could do it. It is evident that no one can be justified by the works of the law, but only by faith of and in Christ (Gal. 2:16; 3:26; Acts 24:24).  When the Messiah came, he did not need to be justified, for He always did what was pleasing to His Father in all things (John 8:29).  Jesus was, and is, perfect righteousness, in whom has never been a single sin. 
Jesus, the Son of God, Immanuel means “God with us”.  “Jesus” means “The Eternal Saves”.  That is whom He was and what He did. 
In contrast, we earned the death penalty because of our sins. Jesus – being God – was able to offer His one perfect life for all humanity, so the penalty for sins was paid. We all know about that gift, the gift of grace, the gift of forgiveness. But there’s another gift that isn’t spoken about as much. 
You all know the story that God gave the world a gift:  His only begotten Son, that whomsoever would believe in Him would not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).  We love to tell that story, of God’s love, of Jesus’ love, and of amazing grace. It IS amazing. 
Later today I’m going to talk about another gift that I haven’t spoken on before. I want us to deeply realize that Jesus also lived for us and now lives, present-tense, for us. He wants to give you more gifts. Not just the gift of forgiveness and grace. Not just the gift of His spirit or the gifts of the Spirit. No, much more. He offers to gift you His righteousness – so that you and I can also be seen as “without spot and wrinkle or any such thing.”  
Let’s get the overview first – then we’ll read much of Romans directly. 

There are no contradictions. Jesus clearly said only God is good, and in the next breath, “if you will enter into life, keep the commandments” (Matthew 19:17). Jesus did keep all the commandments perfectly, and – being God – He could take on the sins of all humanity. Now get this - - He could also offer His perfect righteousness to all humanity, or all who ask Him for it and believe in Him in faith. We’ll read the scriptures on this later.  HIS perfect commandment-keeping then becomes available to all of us who believe. Being part of His body, we are now in Him and part of Him. 
Some of you aren’t willing to go as far as this with me. But you’re either in Him – and part of Him, and part of HIS righteousness – or you’re on your own, with your own failed record and inconsistent performance.  Which would you rather have:  your righteousness from all your own struggling - - or God’s righteousness He’s willing to let you have as a gift? Paul clearly chose the latter. (Phil 3:9). 
Let me put it this way – and we’ll read all about it shortly in the book of Romans: just as our sins could be imputed to Jesus -- get this – HIS righteousness can also be imputed, credited, given, or  gifted to us. When we understand THIS amazing gift, you will now understand that when God sees YOU, He now sees the perfect performance of His son, and He IS pleased with you, because you are not “in the flesh” but are “in the spirit”. The carnal man “in the flesh” cannot please God, but we are not in the flesh, but in the spirit, if we have Jesus’ spirit in us.
Romans 8:7-9
“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit [and therefore we can please God!], if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.”
We CAN please God, if we are in Christ. And when Abba looks at YOU – get this, this is huge -- He now sees that you are in Jesus, His delightful Son in whom He is well pleased and therefore you are covered by Jesus and by his perfection. 
So now, even when you pray and say “in Jesus’ name”, it means so much more than just “by his authority”. Much more! You can now go boldly to the throne of grace as if you are Jesus yourself. You are the body of Jesus, and you are in Jesus, and you are one with Jesus. It doesn’t get any better than that.

You see Jesus didn’t just die for you, allowing your sins to be forgiven and your death penalty pardoned  – and then leave you hanging! No way. Jesus is seeing you all the way through to the finish line. “I will never leave you, nor forsake you”.  “I am with you always, to the ends of the earth”.  Jesus can now live for you, in you, and you in Him – to allow you now the power, the possibility of doing things you never dreamed possible before! Even Peter walked on water while he believed, remember. What could God be doing right now through you and me, if we really believed? If we quit limiting, by our unbelief and lack of trust, the Holy One of Israel? What miracles could be happening? So much is possible now that we are in Christ. I preach to myself….we’ve all got to see what’s opened up now. The key is to know God, walk with Him, be in Christ, abide in Him - - and the universe becomes the limit, within God’s will. 
Our problem is that we haven’t grasped the depth of God’s love for us. A lot of it has become trivialized, or old hat to us. It’s when we begin to grasp even the basic rudiments of what God has done for you and me – that we want to jump up and praise our mighty Father and our Savior!

Paul goes on to say that we become debtors to God to live a new way – a life of obedience. That is Jesus living in us, if we let our old natures die and follow the lead of Jesus’ spirit. But it is Jesus’ performance that saves us, not our own, as you will continue to see. But once we are Christ’s, neither dare we go back to the old way of living! We must trust – and obey! Now we want to obey and crucify the old self if we are truly in Christ. 
Paul explains what happens here: 
Galatians 2:16

“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.”

Galatians 2:20-21

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain." 
So we are ‘justified” – made righteous -  by faith in Jesus’ performance then and now – and not in or by our own performance. Even with God’s spirit, we fall short, for “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak”. Even deeply converted Paul admits, even though filled by God’s Spirit, “that which I hate, I do” (Rom 7:14). Surely you and I aren’t better success than Apostle Paul! 
I mention that because for years I had been told that now that we have God’s Holy Spirit, we now have the power to obey, presumably even perfectly. But as I thought about that, I couldn’t think of a single person who perfectly obeyed God and was a model saint 24/7 after they were converted.  NO ONE! *** Not even Paul. So even WITH God’s spirit, we STILL fail! Why? Because we’re mere flesh, and the flesh is weak (Mark 14:38).  It will be that way until we are changed to spirit. SO SOMETHING HAS TO HAPPEN in order for us to be seen as spotless and faultless at His presence in the resurrection.  And something IS happening! That’s the message of today’s sermon – the GIFT of GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
You should all hear my parallel sermon titled “New Creation” for a full explanation of how it is that we can be a new creation and still sin as much as we do. Frankly, that will continue to happen as long as we are flesh, even with God’s spirit in us. It is at the resurrection when our “corruptible shall put on incorruption” (1 Cor. 15:52-54) and when we won’t any longer ever fail.  It is when we are born as a spirit being fully, that we will never again sin, never again even be tempted by sin (1 John 3:9).  
The Jews in Paul’s day – and still today – were trying to be deemed righteous by careful observance of the law, a Law they had already broken and so they had been declared by God to be offenders and guilty! Turn to the end of Romans 9 – and I hope you’ll read these scriptures with fresh eyes: 
Rom 9:30-32
“What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; 31 but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness.   32 Why? Because they did not seek it [righteousness] by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone.”
Romans 10:1-3 
“Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.”
This has been the problem all along with all of us:  we are trying to make ourselves righteous, and it can’t be done! By trying to establish our own righteousness, we cancel out the righteousness of God that He wishes to gift us!  We cannot attain the righteousness of God by self-improvement projects, or lists of do’s and don’ts, or as Paul says: “trying to establish their own righteousness”.  

Now here’s where people jump into ditches. One side says they accept Jesus as their Savior – but still feel we must attain perfection ourselves, though they realize we need the Spirit. This side teaches that, now with God’s spirit, we can obey the law. Right?  But that’s not what Paul said. He said, even converted 30 some years by the time he wrote it, that even with God’s spirit, He still found himself doing things he didn’t want to do. And frankly, so do I and so do you. We can’t, as long as we’re in this flesh, keep the law perfectly – unless you feel you are better than Paul and as good as Jesus. Do you really want to go there?  So that ditch is wrong.

The other ditch is to say since we are credited with Jesus’ righteousness, though it is better to keep the commandments, we don’t have to. That’s a ditch! Some go as far as to say the 10 commandments were nailed to the cross and no longer binding on us, we’ve been freed from the law, they say, because they misunderstand some of Paul’s writings.  There are too many scriptures, even Paul’s writings, that say we must become slaves of righteousness, we must obey, we must fight sin, and we must be overcomers!  
So neither ditch is correct. 

The Lesson of Unleavened Bread

We can learn a lot about this by thinking about leavened bread. You’re aware of the “Days of Unleavened Bread.”  The leavened bread symbolizes sin. As we deleaven our homes, we cannot deleaven by trying to take leavening out of already-leavened loaves. No, we have to throw away all leavened loaves and bring in new bread that has never been leavened. 

Some of you are trying to become righteous by taking sin out of your lives yourselves. What’s wrong with that? You’re leavened. Your “old self” has to be crucified, put to death spiritually and you must have faith in the risen Christ to produce a new you, a new you that has never been before, a “New Creation”. That new creation is really Jesus Christ. That’s what Paul meant when he says in Galatians 2:20 that he no longer lives, but Christ now lives His life now in him. 

We cannot make ourselves righteous once we have sinned – any more than you can make bread unleavened once it has been leavened. That’s why Paul called his own goodness only so much dung (Phil. 3:9).  What you do you with dung you find in the house? You throw it out! You don’t want it. 

From the Beginning, it is God’s righteousness that counts

From the beginning, God’s chosen have always known it was God’s righteousness they wanted. Let’s read a few scriptures to make that real plain. 
The first time “righteous” is used in the Bible is in reference to Noah. But before that, it is said that “Noah found grace” – Gen. 6:8. Of course, he too was a sinner and needed God’s grace.  

David understood that God was the source of his righteousness too. He begins Psalms 4:1 with this sentence:     “Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness”.  
Psalm 31:1

“In You, O LORD, I put my trust; Let me never be ashamed;  

Deliver me in Your righteousness.”
Psalm 71:15-16

“My mouth shall tell of Your righteousness and Your salvation all the day, For I do not know their limits.  16 I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD;
I will make mention of Your righteousness, of Yours only.”
Others, like Isaiah – understood this. 

Isa 45:24a  “He shall say, 'Surely in the LORD I have righteousness and strength.”  Also read Isaiah 56:1 some time. 
Isaiah understood that any true righteousness we get involved in, is really the result of HIS working in us. On your own time, read Isaiah 60:21; 61:3 – where righteousness is the work of His hands. 

Jeremiah speaks of “The LORD our righteousness” – Jer. 23:5-6;  33:16.

God wants us to have total faith. Not just the kind of faith that believes He will heal us. Not just the kind of faith that today’s and tomorrow’s worries will work out to the good. Not just that we will have a job, if we’re out of work. Not just that we will be someday protected from the day of Wrath – but much more:  God wants us to have faith in the complete saving work of Jesus Christ in our behalf. HIS righteousness covers us like a garment. 
God our righteousness producing FRUIT
Philippians 1:9-11

“And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness WHICH ARE BY Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”

Have you thought about fruit? Some of us want to nail fruit to our fruit trees – instead of letting the strength of the root and tree bring forth fruit naturally, from within, in its season! 

I’m convinced of this:  Our hard work is not so much to try to be righteous ourselves. That’s trying externally to nail fruit to the tree. Our hard work is to abide in Christ, and then He – get this --- HE will produce the fruit from the inside out, naturally, in its time or season, as we mature and grow.  In time, Jesus in us makes us want to do good, want to obey, and love and joy will bubble up from the inside, from a good heart, rather than being forced from the outside. 

We so often try to be happy, we try to be patient, and so on, instead of having so much of Christ in us that His joy, HIS patience, HIS love flows out.  Naturally. Like fruit growing naturally from a healthy tree, in its season.  Sure we have to fight sin. Sure we have to resist temptations. Sure, we have to bite our tongues. But the closer to Jesus we are, the more naturally that will happen. It is letting “the new man” – the new you – the new creation rule in our hearts rather than the old self. 
Do you remember what Jesus said the night he was captured:  “You can bear no fruit of yourselves – unless you abide in Me”. Did you hear that? NO fruit. “Abide in me and you shall bear much fruit.” (John 15:4-6).  It flows out of us into good deeds, into strength to fight sin. HIS mind guides us. HIS eyes lead us. We bring wrong thoughts to Him and He conquers them in us. That’s why I say our hard work and focus should be to do everything it takes to stay close to Jesus. To walk with Him, be in Him, and abide in Him, 24/7. Our hard work is putting the time into prayer, Bible study, meditating with Christ, listening to hymns and scripture, and walking with Him all the time. 
Am I there yet? No. I’m just a babe in Christ myself, still learning all this. But I AM learning it and it’s exciting. As a babe in Christ, I stumble a lot still. But in time, we grow up and become more steady. Though I’ve been baptized 35 years and was a full time pastor, I feel there is so much I am just now learning. I feel like I’m just now really walking with my Master – though I thought I was years ago. It is very humbling. It was formerly all my own attempts – and it was all truly “dung” in my case. So we finally come to see God – and therefore ourselves more clearly – and finally begin the true walk. 
2 Cor 5:20-21  

“Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness OF GOD in Him [or because of Him].”
In 1 Cor. 1:26-31, Paul begins that passage explaining why God chose us, the weak of the world. Let’s pick up in verse 29. 
1 Corinthians 1:29-31

“that no flesh should glory in His presence. 30 But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became FOR US wisdom from God -- and righteousness and sanctification and redemption --  31 that, as it is written, "He who glories, let him glory in the LORD." 

HIS wedding garments of HIS righteousness

This is also the story behind the parables about the wedding garments, and the story of Joshua the High Priest in Zechariah 3, and the story about the naked Laodecians. 

When we come to see ourselves in sin, we are pictured as being in filthy garments – as was Joshua the high priest of Zechariah 3. Even our own righteousness is considered “filthy garments” in Isaiah 64:6. In that story, in Zechariah 3, God tells them to remove Joshua’s – the Hebrew means – “excrement covered garments”.  Pretty gross. He had gotten himself into some pretty awful sins apparently and Satan was accusing him. Of course, he is the ‘Accuser of the brethren’.   
Zechariah 3:1-5

“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?" 

3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel. 

4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, "Take away the filthy garments from him." And to him He said, "See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes."   5 And I said, "Let them put a clean turban on his head."  [restore him to his spiritual office.] So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of the LORD stood by.”

That is such an awe-inspiring passage that is recorded for all of us. I hope you will take heart from it. God wants to remove your filthy garments of your own attempts to be good, and to give you His goodness, pictured by the clean, new, rich robes and the new turban. And don’t forget, on the turban was a golden crown inscribed with “Holiness to the LORD” (Ex. 28:36). 
Isaiah 61:10

“I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, My soul shall be joyful in my God;

For HE has clothed me with the garments of salvation,

HE has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

As a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.” 

So we are to remove our sinful garments, and God gives us new clean ones of righteousness. 

This is also the story behind the parable of the Wedding garments in Matthew 22:11-13. One was there who did not have proper attire at the wedding. And yes, -by the way – show respect at a wedding and DO wear your best! But anyway, in those days, the one putting on the wedding usually provided the guests with new wedding garments! The one without one, apparently decided he was more comfortable in his faded blue jeans and didn’t want to change, didn’t want to put on God’s righteousness that He was giving Him.  And yes, we have to take off the sinful dirty garments – and we have to accept the new garments and allow them to be put on!  But they are freely given to us to put on, is the point. 

LET’S SEE WHAT PAUL SAYS IN ROMANS 3, 4, 5
Now we’re ready to read straight through the assigned chapters I gave you – Romans 3, 4, 5.  
Romans 3:9-18 – all have sinned. All Jews, all Gentiles. That’s verse 9. 

Verses 10-18 – none righteous.

Rom 3:19  “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.

Rom 3:20- through Romans 4:25
20 “Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.”
Today’s English Version says He makes right those who believe in Jesus. 
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 

[but remember that Paul says over and over that what he’s saying does not mean we can continue in sin and just sing about grace non-stop either! – like verse 31; Rom 6:1-2]   

29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also, 30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.”
So you in Ditch 2, don’t overlook the many, many verses where Paul is careful to say he’s not doing away with the Law. He’s just explaining that it can’t make us good enough, or justify us, or make us righteous enough to be saved – because the law is just and demands its penalty. 
GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED – CREDITED – TO US WHEN WE BELIEVE

To understand Romans 4, we must first review Genesis 15:1-6. 
The first time “righteous” is used, is in reference to Noah. The first time “righteousNESS” is used, is in reference to Abram trusting, believing, God. It is used in the context of faith because faith is what receiving the righteousness of God is ultimately all about. 

Genesis 15:1-6  
“After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward." 

[God doesn’t say things for no good reason. He told Abram to “not be afraid” because no doubt Abram WAS afraid of retribution at that point, for killing so many in Gen 14]

2 But Abram said, "Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 Then Abram said, "Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!" 

4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir." 5 Then He brought him outside and said, "Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 

6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it [his trust] to him for righteousness.” 
But Abram’s faith wasn’t just in the promise of an heir – but the rest of Genesis 15 chronicle a series of animal blood sacrifices that Abram had to walk in the midst of, eventually showing his faith in the BLOOD OF Jesus Christ who was yet to be offered!  I will soon give a sermon on “the Cutting”- - that’s what Covenant means in the Old Testament: cutting. And how God CUTS an agreement of blood with us and what all that means.  My point for now is that Abram believed God totally and that was “ACCOUNTED TO HIM [a CPA-accounting type of word] for righteousness.”  

Romans 4:1-4
“What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh?   2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it [HIS BELIEF] was accounted to him for righteousness."   4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.”

[He’s saying, if you think you are made righteous or justified by works – by your doing good, by your obedience, that’s something you’ve earned; something you can boast about.  It’s God’s debt that He has to pay to you as wages. But since we’ve all sinned, we’ve all really earned death! Our own good works will never justify us – Gal. 2:16, etc. say so as well.  You see, many of you will agree that you can’t save yourselves, but still somehow think you can make yourselves righteous going forward by just trying a little harder; striving a little harder to overcome the sin yourself – and in the end, that’s your effort, your works, your righteousness!  Let’s keep reading. Do you remember that Paul in Phil 3:9-11 says he didn’t want his own righteousness which was from the law. Remember? Keep your thumb here in Romans 4, but for a second, turn over to Galatians 2. 

Let’s continue now in Romans 4:5]

Rom. 4:5 “But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: [did you catch that? God imputes….]
7 "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin."   

[Just as God no longer imputes our sin to us, He does now impute His righteousness.]
Continuing Romans 4:9-15 “Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted [or imputed] to Abraham for righteousness. 10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while still uncircumcised. 

13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of no effect, 15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no transgression. 

Rom. 4:16-22  “Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 17(as it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations") in the presence of Him whom he believed -- God, who gives life to the dead and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, "So shall your descendants be."   19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 22 And therefore "it was accounted to him for righteousness."   
[GOD CREDITED righteousness to ABRAHAM because he BELIEVED – or had faith. That’s why God’s righteousness is called “the righteousness of faith”.  Now, are you ready for the next verse?]

Rom. 4:23-25  “Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but ALSO FOR US. It [righteousness] shall IMPUTED TO US who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.”

Are you getting it? This should be so exciting! God’s righteousness is credited, imputed to us when we believe. It’s an accounting term. Our sin debt was enormous. It made us spiritually bankrupt. Jesus paid that debt with his own blood. So now there is no debt – but we still have nothing to offer. At that point we’re still spiritually bankrupt – so Jesus now puts a “million dollars” into our bank account, as it were, but instead of dollars, it’s His righteousness. HIS righteousness has been put into your account. It has been “imputed”, credited, to you – so now when God looks at your spiritual bank account, it’s full of Jesus’ righteousness, because – and only because - - you believed in Jesus, believed in this concept, and are accepting His gift of righteousness credited to YOU. 
It doesn’t mean you are yet perfect, or perform perfectly everyday. Not at all. It does mean, that the perfect performance of Jesus has been applied to you, so God now sees you in the same way as He sees Jesus when we come before Him. Let that sink in.  
In the same way our sins were imputed to Jesus who was perfect. It didn’t make Him a sinner, it just means He was credited with, given, our sins to carry as if He were guilty. But He did not himself become a sinner in so doing. Let’s get that balance. The Bible is clear: Jesus bore our sins on the tree (1 Peter 2:24) so we could die to our sins and live for righteousness, it goes on to say. “He became sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” – 2 Cor. 5:21. Many feel Paul is actually referring to Him becoming a “sin offering” for us; that is what Paul is referring to, some feel. In any case, our sins were transferred to Jesus who bore them for us on the tree or cross.  
So basically an exchange is made, if we enter into this relationship with Jesus. We give Him our sins, He bears them for us and pays the death penalty for us.  He in turn gives us – imputes, credits us with – HIS righteousness, so that we in turn can be righteous BY FAITH, not by our own works, which seem to fail over and over.
If you do not believe, then you’re on your own. Good luck. Paul said he couldn’t do it. He kept doing the things he hates. That was the problem with the Laodecians. They had come to Christ enough to be his church, had their sins removed – and they now stood naked before God and had not taken the next step: to put on Christ’s righteousness. So they were miserable, poor, blind and naked (Rev. 3:17-21). 
NIV in Rom 4:22-25

“This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 23 The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness--for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”

How does Paul then resolve this?

Romans 5:1-2  “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”
Write down a few scriptures. You’ll notice that even as we’re justified, it does not cancel the need to keep doing good and living a new life. I’m going to go into this in more depth next time, but just jot down Titus 3:4-8 – where it says though we’re justified by grace, we must still be careful to maintain good works.  The well known passage of James 2 – that faith without works is dead. If we’re in Christ, we’re going to be living a new way overall. Works don’t save us, but they do prove we are a new creation. Good works is the evidence of a new life in Christ. I’ll cover that more next time. Another good passage is Eph 2:8-10 – saved by grace, created for good works. 
We become heirs, because this justification by grace and faith also makes us God’s children (Gal. 3:26).  We become the child of God and part of His family as soon as we accept Jesus as Savior. We do not “get good enough” and then get inducted somehow into the family of God at some later date. That’s simply not what scripture teaches. Rather, “NOW are we children of God” (I John 3:2). 
In fact Paul puts a lot of the consequence in the past tense: 

Rom 8:29-30  “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”     Did you notice all the past tenses?
So Paul sees the children of God already seated with Christ in glory – if we abide in Christ (Col. 1:13). IF we endure to the end and not give up. Our diligent work should be to abide in Christ and be rooted and grounded in Him. Then Christ in us gets us there!  The Bible talks about salvation in the past tense, in the present ongoing, and in the future. We “have been saved” (Eph 2:5), we are “being saved” (Acts 2:47; 2 Cor. 2:15), and we “shall be saved” if we endure to the end (Matt. 24:13; Romans 5:9-10).  

ARE YOU WILLING TO BE CREDITED WITH GOD’S PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS – OR DO YOU WANT TO CONTINUE YOUR OWN FAILED ATTEMPT TO BUILD UP YOUR OWN RECORD OF RIGHTEOUNESS? 
So I ask again, are you willing to be credited with His righteousness, or do you want to continue in the failed attempt to build your own record of righteousness?  Do you want the righteousness from the law – or do you want the righteousness of GOD, by faith?   Now you can have the righteousness of God – by accepting Jesus, abiding in Him, walking with Him, and being in Him – in faith. It starts with faith, and ends in faith. That’s why Paul in Romans 1:17 talks about “from faith to faith”.  “It’s the good news (gospel) of Christ, which is the power of God to salvation, for all who believe… for in it [that is, in the gospel] the righteousness of GOD is revealed from faith to faith. The righteous shall live by faith!” (Romans 1:16-17).  

If that doesn’t make you want to sing hosannas and make you all goose-bumpy, you’re not getting it!

I know there are some – those in Ditch 1 -- who will hear this and get nervous, for you’re into “self improvement projects” – you want to “work out your own salvation” – just be sure to read the next verse, that says “for it is GOD who works in you both to will and to do His good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12-13).  It’s still God who gets the job done!!  It is still GOD who qualifies us for His kingdom (Col. 1:12 – read it!).  God is my creator, HE is the creator of this new creation, HE is the Savior, He is the Healer, and HE gets the credit! It’s about Him  -- not about how great I am, or how great you are, but as we sing, “How Great thou art!”   
Romans 5:14-19

“Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man's offense many died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which came from many offenses resulted in justification. 
17 For if by the one man's offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the GIFT of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.    [Did you get that?]
18 Therefore, as through one man's [Adam] offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.”

Did you hear verse 19?  Let me read it again: “by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.”
HOW? Because he comes to live in us and empowers us – but we will still sin constantly, as Paul himself admitted. So in the end, the real “HOW” to how “many will be made righteous”, that if we abide in Him, walk with Him, surrender to Him all facets of our life, HE CREDITS US, HE IMPUTES US with HIS righteousness.  He covers us in the end and God sees us as perfect, without spot or wrinkle.

Have any of you ever known anyone who- - when they died - - those who knew them well, would say they were 100% perfect in every way, never got impatient, never got angry, never thought a bad thought, and always were perfect?  I know of no such person ever …. except Jesus Christ. And neither do YOU know any such perfect person. Point made! We can’t make ourselves righteous. We can’t make it happen. Ever. Jesus has to do it. We are now part of His body and He comes into US and we are in HIM, and His righteousness covers us. 

Jesus is the one who presents us without spot or wrinkle (Eph 5:30). How?  Because we are now IN Christ, a part of His spotless, holy body, and therefore when God looks upon you and me – if we’re in Christ – He sees Christ, not you or me.  He sees the righteousness of His Son in whom God was well pleased, and that is imputed to us also. So now Jesus could ask God to love us with the same love that He had for Jesus! (John 17:25-26).  

So many of you still think that somehow, some way, you are going to be – because you have worked and striven so hard against sin until you completely overcome it – you think you will be the one victorious. But then you will then have earned your salvation and rewards, and you will be able to boast and you will get the credit and the glory – and scripture is just so clear that’s not the way it’s going to be!!  Study “boast” in a concordance some time and see how much God wants us to realize is not something we can boast about. 
Let’s continue with Paul – after the wonderful chapters of Romans 5, 6 and most of 7, which I implore you to study prayerfully on your knees, in prayer, asking for a deep revelation of their meaning and importance.  Let’s pick up in Romans 7:21. 

Rom 7:21-8:11

“I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 I thank God -- through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin.”
[The next verse should shout to us that we need to get over being so guilt-ridden! We feel so condemned because we’ve been trying to be good on our own merits and have failed.]
Romans 8:1-11

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 


[Got that?]

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. 8 So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His. 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”

[So now Christ lives in us. WE should see “the self” as dead – Gal. 2:20 – and the life we now live is Jesus Christ living His perfect life in us, if we follow Him, let Him, if we walk in the spirit.  For more on this, by the way, hear my sermon on the web called “New Creation”]

HOW WE RECEIVE RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH:
Romans 10:5-13

5 “For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "The man who does those things shall live by them."   6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7 or, "'Who will descend into the abyss?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."   12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."   

I recommend you mouth out loud the words, as you pray privately next time:  

“King Jesus, I repent deeply of being a sinner who breaks your holy law so often.  I need a Savior. Cleanse me, heal me, perfect me please, Oh Creator of the New Creation.  I know I will never be good enough to be saved on my own. Jesus, please be my Savior, Lord and Master.  I accept that you came and died for me, and I accept your blood on my life. Please cover me by your righteous blood.  Live in me, redeem me, and make me yours. Please accept my total surrender – and lead me to see where I still cling to my own control of my life.  I trust you. When I weaken, help my unbelief!  I believe you, I look to you, and I need you. I beg for your righteousness and receive it freely with all the joy in the world. Thank you, my Lord and Savior. Jesus – and Abba our Father – I sure love you, for all you are and for all you do. Help me to love you even more –with all my heart, with all my soul, all my strength and with all my mind. To YOU be all the honor and glory, Amen.”
Then let Jesus live in you. Some time do a study on “let”. We get ourselves in the way. Let Him reign! And as you understand what happens as you grow – you will want to leap up and praise Him with all you’ve got!  And yes, over time we do and we will change. 

JESUS – YESHUA -  THE SAME NAME FOR “JOSHUA”

Jesus is the same name as the Hebrew JOSHUA.  Who led the Israelites into the promised land? Joshua. Yeshua. His name is no coincidence. It’s the same as the name Jesus – Yeshua. Jesus led ancient Israel into the promised land, and Jesus will lead the Israel of God into the Promised Land again. 

In fact, just before the battle of Jericho, the real Yeshua faced Joshua in Josh 5 - - and declared that He was the Commander of the armies of the Lord of Hosts, and Joshua fell on his face and worshipped.  And believed. And trusted.  And So Joshua was given the victory! They won by believing. By obeying what they were told to believe – just march around the city and at the given time, God said HE would make the walls fall down flat! Amazing, isn’t it. It’s a parallel for our conquest of the world’s pulls today – through the real Yeshua, the real LORD, and the real commander in chief.  

NEXT TIME:
· We’ll also consider the place the Law of God does have in our day to day lives

· total surrender and becoming slaves of righteousness. 

· Proving our faith by a changed life proving our new relationship. Faith proven by good works in Christ – James 2

· How we must humbly accept one another knowing we’ve all had to be saved

· The Joy of Salvation in Christ and how this should result in us praising and worshiping our Savior and Father as never before. 

You won’t want to miss it …. So pray for me, and for yourself, that we all come to see the wondrous salvation we have in Jesus.  
Till next time – this is Philip Shields, your brother – now washed in the blood and walking with holy Christ, alongside you and the other members of the holy, righteous body of Christ, who accept one another in the grace of our Savior. 
