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Summary: Yeshua said, “l go prepare a place for you”. Thessage explains the astonishing
connection of John 14 with Pentecost. Are we gtangeaven to get married or not? What does
Pentecost have to do with weddings involving tharlg God? Learn how the weddings of
Jesus’ day picture what God is doing so his Sorahasnderful home for his Bride when he
marries her. Where will the Wedding Supper talke@P Where is that exciting home and
huppahbridal chamber for the Bride? Are the ten virgniMatthew 25 the same as the Bride?
And what does all this have to do with Pentecast2ime to find out!
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[NOTE: These notes are just approximate to whaaig on the audio. | strongly recommend
youlisten to the audio even as you follow along witiese notesThere will be things said on
the audio not in the notes - - and maybe vice verdsad to speak rapidly and move very quickly,
so it will be helpful to have the printed scriptsiia this transcript. Enjoy the message! Philip
Shields]

Good day, brothers and sisters of Father's Houseplmers of the body of Jesus Christ — or as |
call him, Yeshua. And warm greetings to any whoaapart of the Bride of the son of God.

Today, the feast of Pentecost is about so muahsiith an exciting holyday and feast day of
God. I'm going to cover some things normally not@®d on Pentecost. If you wish a full
explanation of the small spring-early summer haraad what it means, then please check out
my sermons on Pentecost from previous years.

On this day the Eternal God spoke His Torah, the Veith a great trumpet of God and with His
own voice. It was also on this day when that s&@ud sent His Spirit to the assembled 120 in
Jerusalem.

| also believe John 14:1-3 has a lot of connedibathis day. John 14:1-4. It's the greatest love
story ever told. What I’'m going to cover is notgue to me, but has been covered and
investigated by numerous students of the Biblejttanvorth reviewing. Plus we usually learn
more and more about these verses as the yeard pape you will today, too, learn more.
John 14:1-4
"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in Gbelieve also in Me. 2 In My Father's
house are many mansions [or habitations; dwelllaggs]; if it were not so, | would have
told you | go to prepare a place for you3 And if | go and prepare a place for you
will come again and receive you to Myself; that whd am, there you may be alsa}
And where | go you know, and the way you know."
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This is described as our place. A “placeyou” When God prepares a place, it's going to be
indescribably well done and beautiful. I've beencarefully prepared Awards trips around the
world, even into a one-off special dinner givertha castle in Prague, but those will be nothing
compared to what Father and his Son are prepavimgst

I’'m covering this because | believe it has everyghio do with Pentecost. What God is
preparing for us goes beyond our wildest expeatati¥es, there’s the meaning of the small
spring harvest depicting those being called firsen there’s the large Fall harvest of fruits,
vegetables and grapes depicting the harvest okteof humanity in the Millennium and
beyond. I'll ask you to check my website in presgears to hear those messages.

Though THAT meaning of Pentecost also called the Feast of Firstfruits, the Feast of
Weeks (Sabbaths) — is a VERY valid topic of the dayet’s not forget the other meanings.
Since the meaning of the first small harvest is ceved heavily, I'm going to spend my time
on the lesser discussed meanings todayout MEANINGS THAT SHOULD get us REALLY
revved up and excited! | just don’t understavity holyday sermons are so often so dry,
repetitive and boring frankly. It SHOULDN'T be thaay at all!

I hope by the time I'm done with this you'll see riesalem above in new light.

Pentecost — a TIME of WEDDINGS and Marriages in Bilbe times

Pentecost, or right around Pentecost, was also whéfahweh married Israel. | say “right
around Pentecost” because it can’t absolutely beepr it all took place on Pentecost, but the
timing fits. Jewish tradition says the same, thoudbn't always go by what Jewish tradition
says.

Pentecost season also was the time when Boaz andiRmarried — also a picture of God
marrying the church. It is interesting to note ttRath was a Moabitess who had accepted the
God of Israel, picturing the time when spirituakksl would be composed of members of all
nations, very much including the Gentiles. I'm hapto have time to have a full sermon on the
book of Ruth/Pentecost. Be watching for it.

Pentecost in Acts 2 was also when God senainegdoon— Greek for earnest, guarantee, money
down deposit. In Greece, the modern Greek fordgegient ring” ierrabona So on this day
God got engaged to, or betrothed to, the new covdredievers. | think it just makes sense to
believe Father also on this day will conduct answee wedding for His Son and complete the
deposit. Remember it was on or around Pentecosh i@od married Israel at Sinai. | believe
that it will be on this day when we won't just betiothed, but when we will be married.

Before this sermon is over, | hope you'll see healyeJerusalem in new light.Notice Yeshua
says he is going away to a place he is preparings§@nd then would bring us there. Where did
he go? It's going to be the Bride’s place. Hescidl'a place for you”. Yeshua then says, “Hey,
| want you there with me, wherever | am.”

Niagara Falls and awards trips
All we have right now are some “sneak peaks”. ysadrout how my dad made us keep our eyes
closed as he walked us to the lip of Niagara Falls, where the water was cascading right over
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the edge. He wanted to see how surprised we @@t lets us see just faint glimmers of what
he has for us so far. What He is planning is gainlge way beyond our wildest dreams.
Remember the verse about “eye has not seen... thgst@od has prepared for those who love
Him”? This day, | believe, is so much more thast @bout harvests. It is an exciting, exciting
day. The holyday sermons should be exciting sesméfhat God is preparing will be
staggering to us. You won’t want to miss it.

So where did He go to prepare a place? Right hfteresurrection, he told Mary Magdalene in
John 20 that he was going to his father and haefaHe was going back to heaven as the literal
fulfillment of the wavesheaf offering.

John 14:2 also speaks of “mansions”. The Greeksdb abodes, dwelling places — as virtually
any other translations show. It's the same wordl uisgohn 14:23- where God comestndein
us, to make us His abode. It refers to a homé&eepyou live. Our home, our city. It's not so
much about “offices” or position and rank, as sdeteus to believe, but about what's going to
be our home town, our city, our home!

Taking ownership of the things of God being offeredo God'’s children

We won’t appreciate this passage as much as wedstotil we first cover this vital point: when
you're included in something big, take ownershiptolt’'s yours too. Jesus basically called the
place he was going to prepare, “your place” — acelfor you”. It's our place. It's ours. | want
that to sink in.

Whenever you take ownership of something, it maavisole lot more to yolwA house you are
buying reflects “the pride of ownership” in the wgyu take care of it. Ditto for a car you own
vs. a rental car. You love and care for your owaskis. others’ kids. Your own family vs.
others’ families. Weeding someone else’s gardeplasting and caring for your own garden.

Yeshua wants us to understand he is preparingce fpda us. Father understands this and he
clearly wants us to realize the kingdom, the atg, is His — but He has bestowed these upon us
too. They are also ours.

Let me illustrate this with atory. | had asked my son to help me with some yard vaork|
wanted a small circle cut around the cherry treesdl planted earlier in the year, so we could
maybe put some flowers around the base, or keewebds away from it. He had dug out a far
bigger circle than | envisioned, but actually Eit. | mentioned to him that it was bigger than |
had first envisioned, so Jon immediately said,duild put the grass all back and make it the size
you want”. | asked, “Why would that be necessary®@h: “Because it's your house.” So | said
to my son, “Jon, this is your house too. | owrbitf you live here with me, so it's also yours. I'd
like you to feel like you can consider it yours andke these kinds of decisions as well. | enjoy
seeing what you come up with.”

He seemed happy with that. | want him to take ostmertoo.
Sure, this is His kingdom, His Body, His churchut# we’re going to take “the Kingdom of

God” seriously, or the “Church of God” seriously,“the Bride of Christ” seriously, or the Body
of Christ seriously, or even “the Kingdom of HeaVsariously — understand deeply — you're in
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each of those if you have God’s spirit! (repeate 8¥e immersed into each of these by His Holy
Spirit (1 Cor. 12:13. God is alsmur father,our God. David called Yahweh his God, “my God’
over and over.

It's the kingdomof God but it's also the kingdom of His Son. Did youlieathat? Of course,
the Son is also Godd@hn 1:1-3), but let's understand this clearly:

A very clear one i€ph. 5:5,"....has any inheritance ithe kingdom of Christand God.”

In Luke 22:29—Yeshua saysl‘bestow on you a kingdom, just as my Father hastosved one
upon me”.

Yes, Jesus has a kingdom: It is calledSbe’skingdom in several places, certainlyNratthew
16:28, Matt. 13:41] etc.

It's very clear: the kingdom of God is also the Blak’'s kingdom- and is also bestowed on us
who have His spirit, and who are part of His baalyare His brothers and sisteRemember

we are co-heirs with Christ of all things (Romans 87; Gal. 3:29. All of this is possiblenly

if we are “in him”. Isn’t that amazing? That meats yours and mine too. Believe and accept it.

So if the kingdom is also Yeshua'’s kingdom, ansl imalde us joint-heirs, and we’re sons of the
kingdom now — what does that tell you?

BTW: Remember | go back and forth using the Greekigh name Jesus and the Hebrew name
Yeshua. | also interchange the Greek word Christ @nointed) with the Hebrew-English
Messiah (the anointed). Plus | frequently use tlemiified personal name of God — Yahweh.

So the Messiah also says ae joint-heirswith Him. If I'm a joint heir of something bestode
on me, that means it is also mineHphesians 2:6-7 Paul even says we have already been
raised and seated with Him in spirit on His thron& should not ignore these verses! Flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom, but “you are imathe flesh, but in the spiritRomans 8:9,
and our bodies are but a HOUSE, housing what iseleme and the real you — the spirit in man
and the spirit of God that is the real you!
2 Corinthians 5:1-5
“For we know that if our earthly house, this temtif body], is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands féseirrection spirit bodygternalin
the heavens. Bor in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be bkd with our habitation
which is from heaver if indeed, having been clothed, we shall notdosd naked. 4
For we who are in this tent groan, being burdenetibecause we want to be unclothed,
but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowe by life. SNow He who has
prepared us for this very thing is God, who alss garzen us the Spirit as a guarantee
[Greek for guarantearrabon Modern Greek “arrabona” = engagement ring.]

“The real you” and the “real me” is spiritual! You are not in the flesh, but in the sp{fRom.
8:9) — even though we are still housed in a flefidgty. That is how we as flesh-and- blood
mortals can be “ongpirit with Christ” who is the %' Adam (L Cor. 6:17) Remember Adam
and Eve were to be one flesh. We are joined to éddst that one Spirit, making us one spirit
with Him. We are a part of Him, hence we are péthe “body of Christ”.
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My thumb, if it could speak, would consider the pads a part of, as “our” or “my” body, if it
were speaking. The Body of Christ, since we armbegs of it, is also our body. We are a part
of it (Romans 12:4-3. Take a sense of belonging into this. Take sognses of ownership. It

will mean more; will be more motivating and excgifor you.

When organizing a recent first-ever college reunitth a dedicated team, | emphasized to our
team that it wasn’t “the” reunion, but | wantedtagefer to it constantly dyour reunion”. We
wanted everyone in the class to feel a part optaening and to consider it their owahweh

also wants us to consider His gifts and the thinge gives us, and what He has made us a part
of, as our own now too. Again, ownership makes it moeal, more exciting to us.

So what does all that mean? It means it's not‘jirgtkingdom” but is alsgny kingdom and
your kingdom. We are ambassadors for Christ and okiigdom. That means we have to be
already citizens of that kingdom! By the way, unbbabies are not citizens of anything yet.
Paul says we are now already citizens with thetsaindalreadymembers of the household of
God(Ephesians 2:19). Paul speaks in the present tersgout our relationship with God’s
kingdom, which is now also our kingdom.

I know we don’tfeellike we’re in the kingdom yet — but that is whauPspeaks of i2 Cor.

5:3. But what we feel and what is reality may be werdgbart! | know that goes against what
some of us have been taught, but what do we do@@uhe verses that seem to clearly state
otherwise? And perhaps we should start believimheen feeling our kingdom more.

Anyway, therefore we should call the church of Gaxyr church. | am my Beloved’s and my
Beloved is mine (Song of Songs 2:16; 6:3). | amd30— and He is mine, and so | refer to
God as “my God”as did the prophets of old numerous times. Tlanisare full of David
calling Yahweh “my God”. Look it up in a concordan Also look up 6ur Father”. We're
even told to prayOur Fatherin heaven...” If you grasp this concept, you're ahehmost.

In the “Old testament”, the word “the” is not iretbriginal Hebrew where you read “the
LORD”. In Hebrew it is simply “Yahweh”, without He”. So | even often just say “Abba”, or
“Father” rather than “the Father”.

My theology can be summed up by who | am part ofand who is my father, who is my

God. That is what Elijah made Israel face up to: whth yau worship? A pagan non-existent
god called Baal, or the Eternal Yahweh!? So mylibggy can be summed up in four words:
“Our Father in heaven!..To me, that says it all when we understand whatFather is doing.
God tells us he wants to be our God. He is not‘fust’ Father, but is our Father. So that’s also
why David talks over and over about “my God” in ®&alms. | am His, and He is mine. In fact,
it will be a GLORIOUS time when it can be said tflsrael, “I will take you as my peoplend

I will be your God” Ex. 6:7). Yahweh told Abraham that he looked forward totthee when “I
will be their God” Genesis 17:8

The Church is also “my church” and yours. We puatkion that because it sounds
presumptuous. But we’re part of the body of Chpsiit of the church of God, so it is alsor
body,our group,our family. Make it yourslt's certainly not just the human leader’s church,
though many of them act like the flock is theistead of being lesser shepherds under the Chief
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ShepherdThe church, the group of called out ones, idlbtk, and someday He will literally
gather into one all the children of God scattef@ead John 11:49-53 into one fold, one flock
(John 10:16). That's been my message and focus for a long tiowe

So this place being prepared for you and me is. @ars’'t we say that “a place for you” is the
same as “your place™?

The point of all this: take ownership. It's partlyours. You're in it. Believe it. Act like it.

OK, let’s step back and start with the wedding propsal and then go all the way to the
wedding itself. I'm talking about this on Pentecostagain, because Pentecost was when God
married Israel. Pentecost was when Boaz, a type Ghrist, married Ruth, a type of the
Church. Pentecost | feel is the very likely timetwé wedding supper... and then we come back
to earth with our new Husband in time for the Fadists and then land on the Mt. of Olives.
More and more ministers are speaking on this atlthgrto say this is what they believe.

The Wedding PROPOSAL

In many cases, the negotiations for who marriednwia@as made between two fathers: the father
of the Groom and the father of the Bride. The badd groom often had little say in it. That is
still the case in much of the eastern world toddie see this in many examples in the Bible.
Even when Abraham’s servant went to find a bridddaac, he discussed it with Bethuel,
Rebecca’s father, more than with Rebekah, thoughald a say at the end. But Isaac didn’t pick
Rebekah; Isaac’s father’s servant did.

Spiritually, our Husband Yeshua did not pick yoursah as his Father didlt is the heavenly
father who picks those who are being called taheeBride for MessiahJphn 6:44-45, 63.
John 6:45.65
44 “No one can come to Me unless the Father whbMerdraws him; and | will raise
him up at the last day.
65 And He said, "Therefore | have said to you timbne can come to Me unless it has
been granted to him by My Father."

Do you ever feel you're a nobody? Or that nobodgamfsequence knows you? We need to get
over the notion, because you were picked by ndessethan God in the Highest. Yes, you!
Then we are brought to the Son, who reveals ourfever Luke 10:21) to us. But the highest
Being in the entire universe picked you. Individuand personally. Once we are called, we
have to respond and accept the call, just as RalsiaMany are called, few chosen, but we do
have to respond and be responsive.

Bought and redeemed
The Bride was actually purchased with a “betrotipaite, or purchase price calledradhar’ in
Hebrew. The father of the bride determined thegotd be paid. Some of you aren’t going to
like this, but before we were God'’s children, wa@veomeone else’s children! Skehn 8:44
47. The Serpent has his own se@érgesis 3:1%h Cain was “of the wicked onel John 3:19.
You catch my drift? That is also why Satan coufdrahe kingdoms to the Messiah in Matt.4.
John 8:44, 47
44 “You are of your father the dewahd the desires of your father you want to do.....”
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47 He who is of God hears God's words; thereforedmnot heahecause you are not
of God"

So we were owned by the god of this ég€or. 4:4) and had to be redeemed (bought and paid
for) with the blood of the Lamb, the Son of Godaltvas the purchase price. We were not
redeemed, or purchased, with corruptible thingsabtiit the blood of the Messial Pet. 1:17-

19). This made us hisl Cor. 6:20says “for you are bought with a price”, and therefwe are

to glorify God in our body and spirit, which nowlbeg to God.

Who is the Bride of Christ?

Who is the Bride? We’ve covered many times — thmeseg called out of the world. They are
not to be found in any single denomination or org@tion, for God will not be boxed inThe
Bride is the church, the body of Christ— as is clearly shown i@ol. 1:15-18; Ephesians 1:22-
23. We are like a virgin espoused to MessiaBphesians 5:23-24, 2 Cor. 11:2.

Once the bridegroom paid theohar, the marriage agreement or covenant was estad)isiie
first the bride had to agree to marry the bridegroon. Can we say she had to accept the
wedding invitation and calling, just like we have ©6? Absolutely. A good example was
Rebekah having to first agree to go back with Abrats servantGen. 24:57. We are called,
but we have to respond to the call to be the lwidehrist and to come to the wedding supper.

The betrothal was more than our “engagements”adyoTo break up the betrothal, the man had
to issue a divorce, as we read of Joseph and Méngn Joseph thought Mary had been
unfaithful, he was thinking of divorcé@atthew 1:19) though they were not yet married. It

would have taken divorce to recover the betrothigeghe had paid and to be truly single again.

The Cup
To confirm the betrothal agreement, the futuredoadd groom wouldrink of the groom’s

cup of wine, symbolic of her willingness to go throulgk with him, regardless of what was in
“his cup”. The cup depicted whatever lay ahead. &abrer when Yeshua cried out in
Gethsemane that if possible, let this cup pass fr@® Drinking the cup meant accepting
whatever was going to be their lives together,vgag accepting it “for better or for worse.”

This is what Matthew 26:27-29 Yeshua said to his disciples at the last supggenvas making
a new agreement, really a marriage proposal imsesevith the first members of His church.
Matthew 26:27-28
27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and ig&wvéhem, saying, "Drink from it, all
of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenavhich is shed for many for the
remission of sins.”

He was basically proposing to them, and offerirggrta marriage covenant! And when we drink
of the Passover cup, we are not just acceptinglbed over us, but also agreeing to accept what
God has in store of us until His return.

The Groom then would go back to his father’s home ith a promise to return and take the
bride back to his home once it was all ready. That' what we read earlier — in John 14:1-3
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| firmly believe that yes, we are going to heaverotget married and the wedding will be
performed in heaven. | don’t know how you can read chapt&sv. 14, 15, 19ithout clearly
seeing that. We’ll come back to this later in thenson. That is our city, our home, though we
will reign on earth for a thousand years.

| believe Heavers the reward of the saved, though heaven is conargrtew earth and we will
literally someday live “in heaven on earth” whes dll said and done. We will be going to
heaven after the resurrection to get married aed thturn to earth to work, but our HOME will
be heavenly Jerusalem with Abba our Father.

Our JOB will be on earth. Our home will be in heanly Jerusalem. Heaven is our home, our
city, our country. And that's what scripture sayver and over.

Though I've also preached for years and yearswieae going to heaven to get married, | first
heard the clearest explanation of “ownership” seemon from Jeff Niccum given some years
back. What Jeff made very clear in that sermontivasoncept thdieavenly Jerusalem is our
city. It's the Bride’s city, and that's why it is evenlled “the bride” inRev. 21-22

But I'm getting ahead of myself. Back to the tinfeeathe betrothal.
PREPARING For the Wedding
Day and Hour Unknown

Unlike our modern western weddings where the wegldate, time, location and all details are
known and disclosed months before, back then itdiféesrent.

The groom — even Yeshua! -- did not know the erat¢ of His return to get the bride for the
wedding Matthew 24:36). That was up to thEather, who determined when the groom had
sufficiently prepared the place for the bride. Sbmes in poorer families, it was simply an
addition to the father’s house. Other times, tlvesie a separate dwelling place.

So the Bride would know when it was getting cldsg, did not know the day nor the hour
(Matthew 24:36; 25:13. But neither would an alert bride be caught aefaigl.Turn to 1 Thess.
5:1-5where the coming is also likened to a pregnancg pregnancy, we have a due date. The
expectant mother gets her bags ready so she cargrgekly. She knows the time is getting
close, but not the day or hour. But neither shaube a total surprise when it happens.
1 Thessalonians 5:1-5
But concerning the times and the seasons, brethoerhave no need that | should write
to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that day of the Lord so comes as a thief
in the night. 3 For when they say, "Peace andgafitien sudden destruction comes
upon themas labor pains upon a pregnant woma&md they shall not escapeB4it you,
brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day sittbovertake yowas a thief 5 You are
all sons of light and sons of the day. We are neot@ night nor of darkness.

When the Groom retuned, he came to bring the Bradee with him. This usually happened at
night. The Bride in the meantime was preparingthigs, her trousseau and preparing to be a
bride ready for her wedding. She also gathereattendants, which in Bible days strangely
enough, was usually ten girls. Be turning to Ma#tI25.
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Who are the 10 Virgins?

In Matthew 25:1-13 it speaks of temirgins. It does not speak of 10 bridekve heard Matt 25
used to describe the church. Is this correct? ju'shsaying, it doesn’t say “the bride”, it says th
“virgins” — theattendantof the bride.

The arguments for saying these 10 were the Bride:
» The Bride of Christ is to also depicted as a vif@iCor. 11:2).
* The redeemed 144,000 first fruitsRev.14:1-4are described as virgins who follow the
Lamb wherever he goes. Is that one virgin — or Q@@ though?
* The fact all ten virgins sleep parallels the marmymings to the church not to sleep.
» Ifthese 10 are not the Bride (actually only 5 madeside), then who are they?

The arguments for saying these ten virgins araot the Bride:
* It nowhere calls these ten “the Bride”. It was coompractice for brides to have 10
attendants, usually younger girls, who assistedsmedmpanied the Bride. Could these
10 also be attendants, just like Rebekah had m#idsaccompanied her back to Isaac?
» Christ is coming to marry one virgin, one body - t&n.

» Psalm 45:13-15peaks of the virgins with Bride in the palace.
13 The royal daughter is all glorious within thdgue; [yes, we are royal priesthood]
Her clothing is woven with gold.
14 She shall be brought to the King in robes of yrmaoiors;
The virgins, her companions who follow heshall be brought to You.
15 With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brough
They shall enter the King's palace.

| just bring this up for your consideratioBcripture speaks of a wedding supper in which we
find the King, the Groom, the Bride as well as wénlgl guests/attendants. Who are the
wedding guests and attendants? Who are the tening@Are they also in the first resurrection?

Is it possible that some in the first resurrectoa the Bride and some are the attendants? | don’t
know. | really don’t. But | bring it up just imase it works out that way. Maybe some of our
understanding of the resurrection, and who wilirb#, may need some fine tuning.

We have assumed in the past thially those comprising the Bride will be in the firssuerection.

I may have said that myself in the past. I'm nosace of that anymore in light of the scriptures
I’'m bringing out here; scriptures I've puzzled over years. This is not salvational doctrine, but
just something to whet your appetite that there baynore to this picture than we’ve

considered in the past.

I think it is possible the first resurrection wiliclude those who are the Bride of Christ, and also
include those who are attendants to the bridepydraare guests at the wedding — unless the
attendants and guests are angels. Just be widliptybt on things prophetic.

By the way, let’s re-read another verse we just rgght over! Notice Luke 12:35-38 and the
timing shown here. Pause the audio for a minutgosocan take in what the verses say.
Luke 12:35-38
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"Let your waist be girded and your lamps burningaBd you yourselves be like men
who wait for their mastekyhen he will_returnfrom the weddingthat when he comes
and knocks they may open to him immediately. 35sBéd are those servants whom the
master, when he comes, will find watching. Asswebdsay to you that he will gird
himself and have them sit down to eat, and will eand serve them.”

I thought Christ was taking us to the Wedding ardsivould be ready to go the wedding. But
here it says he is returnifiggm the wedding and we should be ready for him wheodmees

back FROM the wedding. Had you noticed that befokéfat could that mean? Is it possible the
wedding is already prepared, Messiah is thereeatvibdding, and then comes back to bring the
Bride to the wedding ready to start? Is that whigtsaying? I'm just pointing out that the
wording here, when examined closely, is mysterious.

Anyway, back to Matthew 25 and the 10 virgins. kaddings of those days, a regular wedding
PARTY, A GROUP of people left with the groom to tgothe Bride’s home. And she returned
with the groom again, in a group. It wasn’t just tiride and groom. It was a lot of people. The
Groom had servants and helpers and friends. Sanggwinen the Christ returns: there will be
millions of angels.
Matthew 25:1-5
"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened toviegins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five ofntheere wise, and five were foolish.
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and tooloil with them, 4 but the wise
took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 Bvltile the bridegroom was delayed, they
all slumbered and slept.”

Note that though 5 of the 10 are called “wise”, théLL slept.Did the BRIDE sleep too? It
says “virgins” here — not the Bride.

Is Matthew 25 talking about the Bride of Christ?t COULD be, as the Bride is certainly
depicted as a virgin several places (2 Cor. 11:118)Rev. 14-15, the Bride is depicted as
virgins. But then again, don’t forget Ps. 45 | read earliehere it speaks of “attendants”.

Also in Matthew 22:9-10, it speaks of “guests” la¢ twedding supper put on by the King for His
Son. The Bride is not a guestt’s surely not speaking of the Bride. Who are gluests? Who
are the attendants? We’ll have to wait and see.

Could it be this is not talking about the Bride hezlf, as we've always been taught? Who are
the virgins? Can we say with certainty that the ten virginsresent the church, the Bride? *
The word “bride” is not mentioned here, as it iRiev. 19, for example.

Consider this: Christ is marrying ONE body, nat!t€©NE virgin, the church, not ten churches.
At least that’'s what I'm thinking at this pointthink this was shown by Adam being given

ONE woman, not many wometit was Adam and Eve, not Adam and Eve, Mary, ab@jail!
Having said that, | also still realize many indivads can be seen as “one body” Biblically. I'm
just saying — accept other possible scenarios sveyaot caught too much by surprise. So
Matthew 25 can be about the Bride, or it can beuatie Bride’s attendants.
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In Matthew 25:3- the foolish “took no oil” it saylsut in verse 8, the five foolish said their lamps
were going out (or KJV “gone out”). So they had somil but not enough to go the distantéke
words for “going out” is the same word for “quenchds inl1 Thessalonians 5:19, “quench not
the Spirit”. So they were doing things that were quenchindiblg Spirit. That’s worth a study
too, isn't it?

Also note that Jesus Himself in His own parabléestan verse 5,But while the bridegroom was
delayed...” What do you make of that?
Matthew 25:1-10
"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likenetktovirgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five ofntheere wise, and five were foolish.
3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and tooloil with them, 4 but the wise took
oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 Buhile the bridegroom was delayethey all
slumbered and slept.

6 "And at midnight a cry was heard: '‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to
meet him!" 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed tlzenps. 8 And the foolish
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for @mps areyoing out: 9 But the wise
answered, saying, '‘No, lest there should not begméor us and you; bgjo rather to
those who sell, and buy for yourselves.10 And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready wenitinhim to the wedding; and the
door was shut.

Notice the five wise are not being selfish by rwdring their oil. Wecannot give a relationship
to the Father to another.That is something we each of us mustStwipture says that in this
end time, not even Noah, Daniel or Job would be &bkave anyoné&gekiel 14:14-16, 20;
look at Jeremiah 15:1). Only being “in him” wilhgayou at the end. We have to go to the
source of “the oil” ourselves. Someone can’'t doitus. See alsBRev. 3:17-18t0 Laodiceans.

Isaiah 55:1

Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters;

And you who have no mone§ome, buy and eat

Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and withprice.

The Shout
When the Groom came, to give some advance notieeg tvould be a shout, “Behold the
Bridegroom comes!” — just as Matthew 25:6 says.alVeady read earlier in 1 Thess 4:16-17
how the Lord comes with a SHOUT, and with the vaitéhe archangel.
1 Thess 4:16-18
For the Lord Himself wildescend from heaven with a shout, with the voice ah
archangel, and with the trumpet of God And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then
we who are alive and remain shall be caught upthegevith them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always béwhe Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one
another with these words.

Then they all go together to a different placetfe wedding: the home of the groom! The Bride
and her attendants would then noisily go back ¢ostiitor’'s home, witlhots of light. Yeshua is

also coming back with lots and lots of light. Hewing shall be as lightning flashing across the
sky, lighting up the whole night (Matthew 24:47. When he DOES come, it will be very, very
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clear he has come! We won't have to wonder or Indused by some future false Islamic Jesus
or some other impostor appears in Damascus orgberclaiming to be the Jesus of the Bible. .

WHERE DO THEY GO NEXT? Where Will the Wedding Take Place?

Matthew 22:1-14. Let's read verse 2:
2 "The kingdom of heaven is likecartain king who arranged enarriage for hisson”

The Groom is clearly the Son. So we know who the iISoWho is the King? Obviously Father,
God in the highest! Who will perform the weddingRave to believe it will be Father
HIMSELF, perhaps before the Sea of Glass! SeeM#thew 9:15, where Jesus clearly likens
himself to the Bridegroom. Where did Jesus ga difiteresurrection? To the Father in heaven.
Where is he now? In heaven. Where is the Fath&esis Christ? In heaven.

Matthew 22:11 — “When the King came in to see the guests....”

So the wedding is taking place where Fath@mself reveals Himself to the guestather is in
heaven and does not come down to earth until tdeoéthe thousand yearsRev. 21:1-4.No
man has ever seen God the Father, elar( 1:18; 1 John 4:12 except His Son Yeshua (Jesus
Christ). No man can see God the Father in hisfgddrstate until mankind is first changed to
spirit and is like God.
1 John 3:1-2, in context of God the Father.
Behold what manner of lowae Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Therefore the world does not knasy because it did not know Him. 2
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it hasysbtbeen revealed what we shall be,
butwe know that when He (the FATHER!) is revealed, wskall be like Him, for we
shall see HIM(THE FATHER!) as He is

So God the Highest, God the Father, reveals Hinbsétfe Bride at the wedding. But who got us
there? By what means are we able to be in theeFatpresence? Only by going back there
with the Son of God. HE is the Way, the Life. Thex@o other way into the Father’s presence,
even literally.

Now notice where God lives. We even pray —“our Eatlwho arin heaven..” Matt. 6:9.

Hebrews 12:22-24

22 But you have come tdount Zion and to the city of the living God, thegvenly
Jerusalem to an innumerable company of angelsi@&e general assembly and church
of the firstborn who are registeraa heaven to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just
men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator ofeélaeaovenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling that speaks better things than that loélX

Now remember also Jesus said, “I go to prepare agal for YOU.” What is OUR city?
Remember what | said about ownership earlier? HégJerusalem is not just the city of God; it
is our city, bestowed upon us who are registered in heave

Hebrews13:14 says, “Here we have no continuing bity seek the one to come.”
OUR city is the one above. Abraham knew that,halfathers of faith knew that:
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Hebrews 11:9-10

9 “By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as ifoeeign country, dwelling in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the sammise) 10for he waited for the city
which has foundations, whose builder and maker isd>’

Hebrews 11:16
“But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenliyntry. Therefore God is not ashamed
to be calledheir God for He has prepared a city for therh

(Sounds like “I go prepare a place for you.” — JG#Hril-3)

There’s more. Far more, to show that we are gartgeiven to get married and that the entire
heavenly Jerusalem is the Bride’s city! There Wéllots of other cities, but the Bride will live in
heavenly Jerusalem.

Note the Redeemed even have the name of the clilaeoned on their forehead somehow.
Perhaps even on a crown or some other means? Ikapseit is literally emblazoned on their
foreheads.

Revelation 3:12

“He who overcomes, | will make him a pillar in tteemple of My God, and he shall go
out no more. | will write on hinthe name of My God and the name of the city of My
God the New Jerusalemwhich comes down out of heavérom My God And | will
write on him My new name.”

This is also why Paul says we are already ambassaflthat city anditizens of that city!

Because that’s “our country”, “our city”!Pfilippians 3:20).

That's why Rev. 21:2, 9-10 calls the city of healyederusalem itself “the Bride”. Thecity is

so intimately associated with the Church (the Boti€hrist), that the city itself is called the
Bride. Perhaps that’s working much the same waytes the media refers to Washington DC
as the leadership of the USA. We can read statesnike “Washington DC says...”

There’s so much to verify this. When Abraham — wias a type of God the Father — sent his
servant to collect a bride for Isaac (a type ofiS#hrthe servant went to family. We have to be
part of the family of God too. He found Rebekahtluy living pools of water, much like Acts 2
and the Holy Spirit. The servant brought Rebekatkba Isaac (like the angels will gather us
from the four winds and take us to Messiah)... wremttid what? It is LOADED with meaning.

SARAH'S TENT
Genesis 24:61-67
61 ThenRebekah and her maidarose, and they rode on the camels and followednidn. So
the servant took Rebekah and departed. [Noticentids/attendants also went to Isaac.]
62 Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Rwihke dwelt in the South. 63 And Isaac
went out to meditate in the field in the eveninggl &e lifted his eyes and looked, and there, the
camels were coming. 64 Then Rebekah lifted her,eyebwhen she saw Isaac she dismounted
from her camel; 65 for she had said to the servaiho is this man walking in the field to meet
us?"
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The servant said, "It is my master.” So she togkiband covered herself.

66 And the servant told Isaac all the things tleah&d done.

67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's ter@nd he took Rebekah and she became
his wife, and he loved heiSo Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.

If this pictures the wedding of the church and Nesswhat does Sarah and her tent represent?
Galatians 4:23-27
But he who was of the bondwoman was born accordinige flesh, and he of the
freewoman [Sarah] through promise, 24 which thisgssymbolicFor these are the
two covenants:the one from Mount Sinai which gives birth to bagd, which idHagar
— 25 for this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, asatresponds to Jerusalem which now
is, and is in bondage with her children — 28 the Jerusalem above is free, which is
the mother of us all.[in context, referring t&arah, who was the “freewoman’]

Jerusalem above is the mother of us all. We arsidered born in heavenly Jerusalem.
Psalm 87:4-6
"I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to thede know Me;
Behold, O Philistia and Tyre, with Ethiopia:
"This one was born there.™
5 And of Zion it will be said,
"This one and that one were born in her;
And the Most High Himself shall establish her."
6 Yahweh (the LORD) will record,
When Heregistersthe peoples: [notdeb. 12:23 firstborn registereth heaverj
"This one was born there."

That is how you are a natural-born citizen of aayrdry — by being born there.

Upon arriving at the groom’s father’s house, thel8iand Groom would go into thuppah
(Hebrew spellinghuppal), the bridal chamber, where they would consumrtiegg marriage
and festivities would last for 7 days.

But the BRIDE REMAINED HIDDEN in thdauppah the wedding chamber, during that time.

| gave a sermon before — way back in 2004 | believbe 3-part sermon series “The Mystery of
Christ and the ChurchIn Part 3, given in MARCH 2004, | chronicled carefully how you can
see that the temple in heaven is open, then cltised,opened again. During the time it is
closed is the time | believe the wedding is goingreside. It’'s fully detailed in the last half of
that sermon. Please check it out.

In a nutshell it’s this:

« The resurrection is at the last trump. There drempets, so presumably th8 i the
last trump, but there are people who argue thistpbsay it's the7"/last. Rev. 11:15
speaks of the last trump and hence the resurreiaias place.

* Rev. 11:19 — the heavenly temple is openadd then shut during the 7 last plagues.

* Rev. 12-13 are inset chapters.
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* Rev. 14:3shows the saints in heaven on the sea of Glassebife throne. This is after
the resurrection, after théh’irumpet of Rev. 11:15. The rest of chapter 14rxshangels
coming and going. The context is clearly set inveaa Read it for yourself.

* Revelation 15:1-6- read it yourself — again the context is in HEAVEThe victorious
saints are said to be standing on the sea of (1a8s®) and singRev. 15:5 — the temple
is opened.Then the 7 angels of the 7 last plagues comevaiit (t speaks of the four
living creatures — that’s obviously in heaven adl.we

* Revelation 15:8- no one else was allowed to come in to the temnplié the 7 last
plagues were done. It appears the 144,000 areitethple. Doing what? Could it be
we’re having our 1-1 with Abba. Perhaps we’re reéicgj our new names. Or perhaps
we’re receiving our reward and comments from thestMdigh prior to the wedding?
Scripture doesn’t say what'’s going on, but we kibase things will happen at some
point. The grandeur, the majesty, the emotionjdfievill be beyond description.

» By the time we come tBevelation 19,the wedding and wedding supper, in heaven, is
ready to take place. Read the wording in Rev. iathe WeddingThe context is
entirely in heaven, staring us in the faG&at’'s where it's happenindlev. 19:1, 11, 14

Some of us have been preaching for many years nloat just as God married Israel on
Pentecost, He is marrying the church also on Perdst | don’t know the day He is coming
back to resurrect us and take us home to Abba (®ad Father), but it seems likely the
wedding itself will begin on Pentecost and last fwme time while the 7 last plagues of Rev.
16 are being poured out.

Romans 7:1-8 is all about how after Jesus diedyatefree to marry a Bride, this time the
spiritual church, rather than the physical natibismael. So | believe that Pentecost is also about
the wedding of the Bride of Christ to the Son ofdGoand that it takes place in our city, the city
of God, the city of the saints — heavenly Jerusalem

So yes, we go back to heaven to get married. Jekb$homas indJohn 14:5-6that he should
rejoice in that he was going to the father, andmne could come to the Father except by Jesus.
The main meaning is that Yeshua is the door (J&hi-3), the only means to get to Father.
True.But even literally, when He comes to get his Bridde will want to take us straight
home to Abba, His Father and our Father!

Some object to saying the wedding takes place otePest on the notion that there’s supposed
to be a loud trumpet blast and that seems to fiebmto the Feast of Trumpets, they say. But
don't forget there was also a very loud piercingripet blast on Pentecost at Mt Sinai at the
giving of the 10 commandments (Ex. 19:19; 20:14y.that matter, trumpets are blown on every
holyday.

I'll also say this: even if the actual wedding doast end up taking place on Pentecost, | do
feel it is clear the wedding takes place, wheneeioes, in heaven.

Then after the wedding supper — maybe three eaotiths later, the Bride (saints/ the church,
plus the angels) return to earth to land on the@Mblives, probably on the Feast of Trumpets.
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This time we come back to do battle with the masarmies of the world assembled around and
near Jerusalem all the way to the Galilee — whbattie with the new King of kings and his
Bride. (Revelation 19:11-21)

The Reunion of Reunions

This will be a reunion of all the children of Gathw changed to spirit, now like God and seeing
Him as He is, when he reveals Himself to us. Tlyeojomeeting other saints will be ecstatic.

will speculate a bit here: it seems to me that saghow we will recognize and know one
another. | think we will miraculously know and “recognize”he is who; at least of those who
came before us. | say this because in the visiohe Transfiguration Mountain, Peter
recognized Moses and Elijah somehow in the visadkirtg to the Messiah (Matthew 17:1-4).

There can beo finer venue for the weddingthan the heavenly Jerusalem, which will be your
city. For a very fine depiction of its wonderstéin to Jeff Niccum’s sermon “The Big Picture”
on this website.

When we organized our first-ever college reunibe,dmiles and laughter and sheer joy was
beyond description. That won’t hold a candle to iwhe're talking about here! Not even begin
to! We can’t imagine a city 1500 miles high and @®0iles across! Our highest mountains are
only 7 or 7.5 miles high. Can we imagine a city spait city — where the spirit streets are spirit
gold, with gates made of solid pearl, with powednbelic beings coming and going.... Can we
imagine it? That's your city! Don't give this dpr any bowl of lentil soup!

Why we're talking about this today is that | bekethis happens on Pentecost — the same day
that God matrried Israel, the same season at ldest Woaz and Ruth got married, and when the
engagement ring (Greek arrabon — guarantee; vesg ¢b arrabona — engagement ring) of the
Holy Spirit was given to the Fiancée on Pentecast d
Revelation 19:5-7
“Then a voicecame from the throne,saying, "Praise our God, all you His servants and
those who fear Him, both small and great!"
6 And | heard, as it were, the voice of a greattitudle, as the sound of many waters and
as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, "Al&léor the Lord God Omnipotent
reigns!
7 "Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glorgrfthe marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready."”

When it is all over, verse 11 saysaven is once again opened and we come back down to
earth with our Husband, whom we’ve just married’d eead it.

Rev. 19:11-14

11 Now | saw_heavempenedand behold, a white horse. And He who sat on has w
called Faithful and True, and in righteousnessudiggs and makes war.

12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on Hiadh were many crowns. He had a name
written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He wlathed with a robe dipped in blood,
and His name is called The Word of God.Ardd the armiedn heaven clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, followed Him on white h@spVHO are the armies who
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accompany him? Jude says it's His angels and sdih&t's us: His bride, the church,
coming out of heaven.]

Besides what we’ve said, there’s so much more absiexciting day:

* The raising of the two leavened loaves to God.

* The giving of the Torah in the Old covenant anddiving of the Spirit in the new
covenant.

» Jewish tradition says everyone heard God speaisioWn language (remember there
was a mixed multitude with Israel). On this sarag,dhe same thing happened in Act2 2
with the giving of God’s spirit.

* By the way, in the old covenant 3,000 died sooerdfie Torah was given (the golden
calf incident) and in the new covenant, 3,000 vggven new life in baptism. In Mt.

Sinai,

But BEYOND all that, there’s SO MUCH more that is dso very exciting about this day:

* | believe on this day, the Day of Pentecost, theNDNOPAYMENT, the earnest or
guarantee of the Holy Spirit will be paid in fu ave are changed to spirit. Incorruptible.
Unable to lie or sin. Unable to die or ever geksicget old. Immortal. The thing people
have sought will be ours as God'’s gift.

» On this Day, or leading up to it, | teach we wil picked up by powerful angels and
taken to be with the Messiah — who then takeslusaak with him to heavenly
Jerusalem. You're about to go on the ride of ditife — or perhaps just be there in the
blink of an eye. Better than any “E-TICKET” at Degfland in the “old days”.

» On this day, Pentecost, more and more of us believeill be marrying the Son of God.

* On this day, we will be in Heaven—our city. Notstay, but for a time to come back to
earth to rule on the earth. But our home with Ablidalways be Heaven. Then the time
will come when there will be a new heaven and a eaith — a spirit universe, an earth
that may bear little resemblance to the size af phiysical, decaying planet. And at that
time, there will be literally heaven on earth, las bew heavenly Jerusalem descends
from the Father to the new earth and THIS will e @ty on the new earth.

God speed that day. Be excited about the holyddecause they're all about our King and
what He is doing to bestow a kingdom on His saamig how he’ll bring lasting peace and joy to
the whole world. Until next time, this has been iybrother in Christ, Philip Shields.



